MUSEUM OF
THE HOME

Statement by the Board of Trustees of the Museum of the Home about the statue of Sir
Robert Geffrye and plans to create greater diversity and representation at the Museum

Alongside many other cultural organisations across the UK, we have a responsibility to act against
injustice, and this includes acknowledging the legacy of colonialism and slavery within our history.

The statue of Sir Robert Geffrye on our building is a symbol of the historic connection the Museum
buildings have to an English merchant whose wealth was partly derived from the forced labour and
trading of enslaved Africans. Geffrye donated the funds to build the almshouses in which the
Museum is housed.

Following a process of reflection, debate and research, and a consultation conducted in partnership
with Hackney Council, the Board of Trustees of the Museum has taken the decision not to remove
the statue from the Museum'’s buildings.

The Board takes the view that the Museum should respond to the issues raised by this debate by
continuing with its vision of change at a fundamental level by making the Museum’s workforce,
creative partners, content and programming more representative and inclusive.

The Board believes that the Museum should reinterpret and contextualise the statue where it is, to
create a powerful platform for debate about the connection between the buildings and transatlantic
slavery. The Museum has a responsibility to reflect and debate history accurately, and in doing so to
confront, challenge and learn from the uncomfortable truths of the origins of the Museum buildings.

As the Museum of the Home — a place to reveal and rethink the ways we live in order to live better
together — we will also be addressing, in our galleries and programming, the connections between
the British home and exploitative trade, value systems and physical objects, both historically and
today.

Many people took time to share their views in the public consultation. Overall, the response was in
favour of removing the statue. However, feedback showed that what to do with the statue is a
complex debate, full of nuance and different opinions. On balance the Board has taken the view that
the important issues raised should be addressed through ongoing structural and cultural change,
along with better interpretation and conversation around the statue.

We acknowledge the pain caused by the connections between the Museum buildings and the forced
labour and trading of enslaved Africans. The Black Lives Matter movement has demonstrated a
profound need for people and institutions to educate themselves about the legacy of structural racism
and colonialism. We are committed to reflecting this at the Museum when we reopen as a place to
explore the many meanings of home.

It is difficult to capture all voices in an open consultation. In future we want to work with all our
communities to fulfil the Museum'’s vision to create a diverse and dynamic cultural offer around home.

We are committed to continuing to develop our programming and policies on anti-racism and equity,
both in terms of curation and the Museum’s own staff, board and creative partners.
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To do this, our priorities are:

¢ We will transform the make-up of the Museum so that people from diverse backgrounds work
at all levels throughout the Museum. The Board believes that this will enable people from
Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic communities to have real power and agency in determining
the future of the Museum. This starts with a commitment by the Chair of the Board, Samir
Shah, to ensure that the Museum’s Board of Trustees will have significantly more diverse
representation by July 2021, and that the Trustees reflect the diversity of London.

e Consistent with our new mission to reveal and rethink the ways we live in order to live better
together, we will share more diverse and representative stories of home throughout the
Museum.

¢ We will not only recognise the history of our buildings. We will also address the impact of
colonialism and systematic racism in the context of what home means to people today,
through our exhibitions, collections, objects and programming.

o We will invite and work with Black artists and the community in Hackney to use the statue and
the history of the Museum’s buildings as a platform for discussion and creative response.

o We will reinterpret the statue honestly and transparently to tell the history of Geffrye’s career
and his connections with the forced labour and trading of enslaved Africans.

e We will continue to work with and be inspired by our local communities to share ideas and co-
curate our diverse creative programme for the future.

Background:

e The Museum of the Home, formerly the Geffrye Museum of the Home, is housed in
almshouses built in 1714. The money to build the almshouses came from Sir Robert Geffrye
(1613-1704). The buildings were sold to the London County Council in 1911, who opened the
then Geffrye Museum in 1914. The Museum became an independent charitable trust in 1991.
There is no connection between Sir Robert Geffrye and the Museum’s collections and
programmes.

¢ Sir Robert Geffrye was an English merchant, who made part of his money from his
involvement in the exploitative East India Company and Royal African Company and his
investment in the forced labour and trading of enslaved people.

e The current statue of Sir Robert Geffrye is a replica installed on the almshouse buildings to
replace the original which was removed in 1912 when the Ironmongers’ Company sold the
almshouses to the London County Council.

e The Museum of the Home is currently closed for major capital development. Its planned
reopening in 2020 has been delayed due to the impact of the coronavirus pandemic. A new
reopening date will be announced this summer.
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